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A CREATION MYTH OF THE TSIMSHIANS OF 
NORTHWEST BRITISH COLUMBIA 

The following strange creation myth I found a few summers ago 
during a fortnight's stay among these people. 

When Caugh (the raven god) had formed the world, and had it 
stocked with animals, birds, fishes, and every living creature but 
mankind, the earth then being in a condition to receive a higher 
order of beings, he, Caugh, decided to make a race endowed with 
qualities which would enable them to have dominion over all the 
others, and finally to conquer the world, — a race who could claim 
him as father. 

So, in order to bring this about, he had sexual connection with 
a stone and an elderberry-bush both at the same time. 

In order to shape the destiny of the coming race, a great deal de- 
pended on which of the two should first become a mother. If the 
stone gave birth first, the people who sprung from it would be all 
covered with scales, and would not have died. If the bush first, the 
people would have nails on fingers and toes, and sooner or later, in 
turn, all would die. The bush gave birth first, and so, in conse- 
quence, the people had nails and became subject to sorrow, sickness, 
and finally to death. When the stone saw that the bush was deliv- 
ered it stopped bearing, and so ended the matter. 

James Deans. 

Editor's Note. — F. Boas has published an abstract of this tale in the 
" Fourth Report of the Committee on the North- Western Tribes of Can- 
ada " of the British Association for the Advancement of Science, 1889, p. 
7 : A long time ago a rock and an elder, near the mouth of Nass River, 
were about to give birth to man. The children of the elder were the first 
to be born, therefore man is mortal. If the children of the rock had been 
born first, he would have been immortal. From the rock, however, he re- 
ceived the nails on hands and feet. 



